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The Canada we are shaping today is the legacy 
we will leave to our children. They will inherit this 
country and they are the stewards of its future. 

Our young people are not content to sit 
eavesdropping on the stairs while the adults 
debate the country’s fate in the kitchen. That is 
why the Citizens’ Forum on Canada’s Future and 
the Canadian Teachers’ Federation joined forces to 
reach the younger members of our national family, 
to hear about the Canada they live in and the 
Canada they want for their own children. 

Like the Citizens’ Forum, the Students’ Forum was a 
consultation, not a poll. Those students and teachers 
who took part did so because they wanted fo talk 
about Canada and know their voices would be 
heard. So that those voices would come through 
loud and clear, we did not fold their numbers into 
the Citizens’ Forum report. The Students’ Forum report 
stands on its own. 

Through the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, an 
umbrella organization of provincial and territorial 
affiliates, 106,393 Canadian children in 4,575 class- 
rooms from senior high school to kindergarten took 
part in the Students’ Forum. As with our experience 
with the Forum discussion kits, we know that many 


classes had discussions but did not send in their 
reports to the Forum. Forum personnel and volunteer 
analysts surveyed principals and teachers and found 
that for every 10 classes that submitted reports, more 
than 19 others had held classroom discussions 
without sending in a report to the Forum. On this basis, 
using May 31 numbers, our best estimate of Students’ 
Forum participation is over 13,000 classrooms, 
involving more than 300,000 students. 

We regret that the Centrale de l’enseignement du 
Québec and the Provincial Association of Protestant 
Teachers of Quebec turned down our invitation to 
participate in the Students’ Forum; therefore, few 
Quebec students are represented in this report. 
Nevertheless, about 8 per cent of Students’ Forum 
contributions were in French, both from francophones 
students and from French immersion students. 

The CTF and the Forum worked together to create 
special discussion kits geared fo the age and 
educational levels of the student participants. 
Judging by the response forms we received, along 
with letters, poems, essays, tapes, videos and 
more than 20,000 pieces of artwork, these young 
Canadians show an impressive awareness of the 
issues facing the country. 


What distinguishes our Students’ Forum 
participants from the adults, to an overwhelming 
degree, is their optimism and hope for the future. 
They believe that Canada is a good place to live, 
safe, beautiful and peaceful. They believe that 
Canadians can solve their disagreements by talking 
more to each other. They support bilingualism and 
multiculturalism to a far greater extent than do their 
adult counterparts. Far from being oblivious to 
economic matters, they are strongly opposed to the 
Goods and Services Tax. They are very concerned 
about the environment; they want pollution stopped 
and wildlife preserved. They see Canada as a 
peacemaker in the world. 

We would know little of this if it weren’t for the 
generous and dedicated efforts of 249 volunteer 
analysts who spent 4,607 hours in makeshift quarters 
in a downtown Ottawa office building poring over 
student submissions. Among our volunteers were 
public servants, retirees, teachers, armed forces 
personnel, artists, translators, laboratory workers, 
and students. A mother of six-month-old triplets 
somehow found time and energy to volunteer with 
the Students’ Forum, as did a pair of high school 
students who made an 80-kilometre round trip every 
week to help us. 


In return for nothing more than coffee and snacks, 
our volunteers mastered a complex analytical 
process and worked days and evenings to sort 
through the students’ responses. 

The Students’ Forum would not have happened 
without the teachers across Canada who helped 
their students articulate their hopes and dreams 
for this country. The collaboration between the 
Canadian Teachers’ Federation and the Citizens’ 
Forum was a unique example of cooperation 
between a government-sponsored agency and 
a national union. This is the kind of partnership that 
is invaluable in helping Canadians to learn more 
about each other. Our warm thanks to the CTF 
and its president, Kitty O’Callaghan. 

We hope that seeing this country through young 
peoples’ eyes can bring clarity and hope to adult 
minds. We thank the young Canadians who brought 
so much creativity and enthusiasm to the Students’ 
Forum. This is their report about the country that will 
soon belong to them. 


Keith Spicer 
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The young Canadians from senior high school all 
the way down to kindergarten who took part in the 
Students’ Forum had a lot to say about Canada, 
both the way it is and the way they would like it to 
be. 

We heard from 23,941 students in grades 9 to 12, 
(senior, which includes Ontario students completing 
their Ontario Academic Credits for their high school 
diploma in the year following grade 12, 30,843 in 
grades six to eight (intermediate), 31,312 in grades 
three to five Gunion, and 20,297 in kindergarten to 
grade 2 (primary). 

Among the predominant themes from the 
Students’ Forum: Canada is a good place to 
live, Canadians should talk more to one another, 
language, economic issues, the environment 
and Canada in the world, Our Students’ Forum 
participants also talked about Quebec, cultural 
diversity, aboriginal issues, famous Canadians, 
and participants’ hopes and ideas for the future. 

Here’s how they see Canada, in their own words. 


Theme 1: Canada is a good 
place to live 


When our student participants looked at Canada, 
they saw more than a battlefield of language tensions, 
constitutional wrangling, or 125 years of history 
hanging in the balance. 

They saw a land of peace and great natural beauty, 
of forests, lakes, streams, snow, fish, national parks, 
and mountains. They painted pictures for us of the 
CN Tower, the scarlet tunic of the RCMP uniform, the 
beaver, hockey players, the Canadian flag, people 
shaking hands with each other. 

They told us that Canadians were good people, 
seen by the world as peacekeepers and peace- 
makers. They told us that Canada is a haven and 
a refuge. 


They also told us: 


“The world would not be the same without 
Canada. There really is no place that has forests like 
we do. If you like a place that has lots of trees and 
flowers, Canada is the place for you. | would never 
want to live in a place that has only buildings.” 

(grade 9 student, Bedford, Nova Scotia) 


“Freedom is the thing | value most about in 
Canada. You are free to pursue your goals and free 
to do many other things. You can voice your opinion 
and you aren't punished for this. This is a great 
quality of being a Canadian.” 

“To preserve our freedom in Canada, | am 
prepared to fight, for | am a member of this great 
nation. lf our freedoms were ever taken away, | 
would have to say that what | value about Canada 
is no longer there. Canada is a strong nation and | 
would like to assist in improving it.” 


(grade 11 students, Milltown, Newfoundland) 


“Canada is a free country that offers hopes and 
dreams to others.” 
(grade 11 student, Woodbridge, Ontario) 


“| think that yes, for the most part, our country is 
welcoming to members of other races and cultures, 
or at least more welcoming than a lot of countries.” 

(grade 10 student, Brentwood Bay, British Columbia) 


“Canada is a welcoming and respectful country 
towards people of different backgrounds...” 
(grade 13 student, Ottawa, Ontario) 


“Canada is a rainbow of people and places.” 


(Junior student, London, Ontario) 


‘It’s like being in paradise.” 
Gunior student, Medicine Hat, Alberta) 


“Canada is a clean country, free of earthquakes 
and wars.” 


(kindergarten student, Leamington, Ontario) 


“A vote was taken in class to decide if Canada 
was Gd good country. The result: 20 out of 20 are in 
support of Canada.” 


(primary-level teacher, Lumsden, Saskatchewan) 


“Lasked them: Do you think Canada is a good 
country? There (was) a big YAH.” 


(grade 2 teacher, Caledon East, Ontario) 


“Canada has a lot of good water...We are in a 
free country — we have peace...We don’t have 
to worry about war...We have a lot of beautiful 
forests...We have beautiful lakes to swim in...We 
have our own flag...Canada is a big country...We 
are a rich country...We live in a special country.” 


(grade | students, Moncton, New Brunswick) 


“Most students did not know the names of other 
provinces in Canada and would name different 
places in the United States which they visited with 
their families. Only one student had travelled across 
Canada and some had visited other provinces. This 
is how they described the provinces: pretty, windy, 
some people only spoke French, lots of farmland, 
some people only spoke English, mountains, weather 
was cold, some people were unfriendly to you if you 
spoke French in their province, great entertainment, 


nice weather, nice cities, all tyoes of weather 
conditions, lots of development and crime specially 
in Toronto, one student had experienced chinook 
winds, most places friendly, near the ocean 
(students were not sure if Canada had oceans or 
not) and lots of wildlife, most places had quiet 
friendly people.” 


(grades 4 and 5 students, Ayimer, Quebec) 


“Canada is a beautiful country that has two 
territories and ten provinces. Most of the lakes are 
clean and have fish in them. There are big green 
trees that sway in the breeze. When you look around 
you see vehicles, but that doesn’t spoil most of the 
beauty. There are many religions in Canada, (such) 
as Jewish, Muslim, Christian, etc. When you smell the 
air you could smell the forest, the food, animals, and 
nature. The feels you would feel could be branches, 
snow, pavement, and ground. If you tried to taste 
Canada you could taste the beauty and 
uniqueness of this special place.” 


(grades 5 and 6 students, Carcross, Yukon) 


“Dear Canada...Dressed in red and white, the 
heart of your face has a pleasant maple taste. 
On your birthday, July 1, people will be celebrating 
you. In the summer, you smile. In the winter, your 
complexion becomes white. In the fall, your maple 
leaf quivers. In the spring, you seem ready to take 
a shower every time it rains.” 

(grade 3 students, Whitehorse, Yukon) 


“very cold...no trees...small houses...small, boring 
towns...lots of snow...rain, but not thunder and 
lightning...short summers...no jungles...you can see 
polar bears, fish, seals, caribou, star fish, land, 
mountains, dog teams, snowmobiles, (and) people...” 

(students in Broughton Island, Northwest Territories - Qikirtarjuak) 


“When they ask about Canada | usually tell them 
about the snowstorms, the fields and the caterpillars.” 


(grade 5 student, Wetaskiwin, Alberta) 





Theme 2: Let’s talk to each 
other 


At all age levels, Students’ Forum participants are 
firm believers in the power of the personal encounter. 
Talking, negotiating and generally improving 
communication are the best ways to defuse and 
solve disputes, they told us. 

One time-honoured way to bring people together 
is the exchange program, the Society for Educational 
Visits and Exchanges in Canada (SEVEC) told us. 

This group submitted petitions to the Forum urging 
that there be exchanges among young Canadians, 
that they learn each other’s languages and 
discover each other’s cultures to develop respect, 
understanding and tolerance. A total of 3,462 people, 
mostly between the ages of 11 and 19, from Ontario, 
Quebec, British Columbia, Saskatchewan and 
Yukon, signed these petitions. 

On the subject of communication, these are some 
of the things we heard in the Students’ Forum: 


“If we want to keep Canada united, we must 
communicate with the other provinces To find 
solutions to the many problems. To do this, we must 
speak both official languages to understand what 
Canadians have fo say.” 


(grade 11 student, Avonmore, Ontario) 


“... here should be small groups, like the (Citizens’ 
Forum) within each province, so that the voice of 
the people can be heard at a local level and can 
be presented on a national level...” 


(grade 12 student, Sackville, Nova Scotia) 


“,..Every idea for a solution must include a lot of 
dialogue and compromise.” 
(grade 12 student, Winnipeg, Manitoba) 


“We should listen to what they (Quebec) want 
and then express what we want. If we then thought 
of what it would be like in the shoes of the person 
you are debating with there would be no great 
language disputes.” 


(senior student, Welland, Ontario) 


“There is a need for everyone to be more open- 
minded; many feel that there are no immediate 
solutions and are pessimistic about solutions being 
worked out.” 

(senior student, Glenboro, Manitoba) 
& 

“| believe that it is important that all Canadians, 
from Newfoundland to British Columbia, 
communicate with each other and try to 
understand how each specific region of Canada 
lives (their customs, traditions, ways of life). If we 
can all understand one another's culture, we will 
understand their views and stands on important 
topics (like the Meech Lake Accord in Quebec). 


| believe that there are several ways in which this 
communication could occur. The way would be 
through the use of the mail such as magazines. Each 
month one magazine could be published about a 
certain region of Canada and distributed throughout 
all of Canada. This would work very well (because) 
there are ten provinces and two territories. A magazine 
could be published about one region for each month. 
Another way to increase communication would be the 
use of textbooks in school dealing with each region of 
Canada instead of Canada as a whole. Another way 
still, would be fo have people visit the schools in each 
region, who know about the different regions and 
could answer any questions students have to ask. The 
Government could also sponsor more exchange trips 
between schools of different provinces in Canada.” 

(grade 12 student, Leading Tickles, Newfoundland) 


“We think that if Canada does argue it will split 
up, because if friends argue they break up; so if 
Canada argues, they will break up.” 


(grade 6 students, Yellowknife, Northwest Territories) 


“This country would be a lot better off if everybody 
would just think of other people’s feelings first, 
instead of their own, in almost everything they do.” 


(grade 7 student, Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island) 


“Arguing about something won't hurt us; it is the 
things we argue about that will.” 


(grade 7 student, Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island) 
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“Everyone should spend more time learning about 
other cultures and races in Canada. It’s a lot harder 
to hate people when you understand them than 
when you just see them as different.” 

(grade 9 student, Bedford, Nova Scotia) 





Theme 3: One language, Members of the first French immersion generation, 
our student participants are more positive about 
two languages, Official bilingualism than those who took part in the 
many languages mainstream Citizens’ Forum. 
Just under half of Students’ Forum participants 
in grades nine through 12, for instance, want to 
maintain or extend current levels of bilingualism in 
Canada, compared with a much smaller proportion 
in the Citizens’ Forum. On the other hand, a 
significant minority of senior students told us that 
bilingualism should be eliminated in Canada’s 
national institutions or that English should be 
Canada’s only official language. Senior students 
were the only ones we asked specificially about 
Canada’s official languages policy, but we heard 
from students in grade three and up what they 
thought about speaking more than one language. 
Here are some of the things they told us: 





*,. .Naving two official languages in this country, 
it makes it (Canada) look more like an educated 
country or a country that knows how to preserve or 
maintain the culture.” 
(grade 10 student, Sardis, British Columbia) 


“I’m comfortable with Canada having two official 
languages, as long as the French are required to 
learn our language. Fair is fair.” 


(senior student, Brentwood Bay, British Columbia) 


“People should have a choice whether or not if 
they want to learn French.” 
(grade 10 student, Brantford, Ontario) 


“Why should such a big nation have French just 
because of one province? It’s like having the 
teacher translate everything she says because of 
just one student.” 


(grade 11 student, Vancouver, British Columbia) 


“I've only heard one opinion on the subject, my 
dad's. | believe in what he believes in; that English 
should be the only official language. The majority 
of Canadians speak English and as the saying goes, 
majority rules. My dad fells me that when the war 
was fought between the French and English, the 
English won but the French still got Quebec. So it only 
makes sense that English be the official language. 
This is what | believe but it’s the only opinion that I’ve 
been exposed to.” 

(grade 10 student, Milden, Saskatchewan) 


“| learned English when | first came to Canada 
and now I’m learning French. | find that having 
another language is not a bad thing. The more 
languages you can learn, the more you are able 
to understand the world a little bit more.” 

(grade 10 student, White Rock, British Columbia) 


“| might end up meeting someone who speaks 
French, then it would be useful, or | could go to another 
part of the world and need to know the language.” 


(unior student, Newfoundland) 


“French has been a part of our country for a very 
long time and to eliminate it now would be like 
turning Our back on a friend.” 

(grade 12 student, St. Mary’s, Ontario) 


“If we can't get along with people in our country, 
such as Quebec, because they speak another 
language, how do we expect fo get along with 
other countries on different continents?” 

(grade 11 student, Victoria, British Columbia) 


“These French people should realize that Canada 
is an English majority country, and if they want to 
live here, they should learn the language. And if it 
turns out that French and English are both official 
languages, then every single person in Canada 
should have to learn French and English.” 


(grade 10 student, Mackenzie, British Columbia) 


*., Bilingualism is not only a part of our history, but 
also our identity.” 
(grade 10 student, Calgary, Alberta) 


“Having two languages doesn’t split up the 
country, it MAKES it.” 


(senior student, Camrose, Alberta) 


|Z 


“| honestly don’t really mind having both official “Canada is supposed to be a country with open 


languages but what | don’t like is the fact that we arms to everyone. How can this be if we have 

are forced to learn both no matter how | feel. | went English alone as our official language? We are 

to Quebec twice and both times | was treated like shutting our French people out by doing this.” 

dirt because | was English and so | would never live (grade 7 student, Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island) 

there so what is the point of me knowing the French 

language?” “| don’t like the language | am learning because | 
(senior student, Kincardine, Ontario) am Ojibway and | would like to learn my language.” 


(student, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario) 


“French is a part of our heritage and should be kept 
as an Official language even if we lose Quebec.” 
(grade 10 student, Kingsville, Ontario) 


“In spite of the fact that | am an underachiever 
in French class, | still think that bilingualism is a neat 
idea.” 
(grade 9 student, Winnipeg, Manitoba) 


“| would like to learn Spanish, Chinese, Japanese, 
Italian.” 


(grade 5 student, Cornwall, Ontario) 


“We had a mixed opinion from our class about 
learning French. The reasons, we felt learning French 
is a good idea are: we find it interesting, for travelling 
to France, to get a good job, if we ever visited 
Quebec we could communicate, to read and 
teach other people, and if we are to have foster 
children. The students who replied no did so 
because they did not like to learn it.” 


(grade 5 students, Deloraine, Manitoba) 





Theme 4: Taxes, taxes, taxes 


Worrying about the economy is no longer the sole 
preserve of adults, if indeed it ever was. Many of our 
student participants are quite aware of the economic 
pressures facing Canada and their own families. At 
all four grade levels, we heard complaints about 
taxation, especially the Goods and Services Tax. 

Our student participants certainly would have heard 
their parents and other adults talking about the GST, 
but they also told us how it affects them personally: 
pocket money and wages from part-time jobs don’t 
go as far as they once did in buying clothes, candy, 
books and toys. 

Here are some of their comments about economic 
issues: 


“We need a government who will work more on 
prosperity and security and on taxes...” 
(senior student, High River, Alberta) 


“The federal government has initiated the Goods 
and Services Tax which is supposed to decrease 
and eventually eliminate the deficit. So far, all the 
government has done is waste millions of dollars 
campaigning, advertising and sending out useless 
information about the tax to every household in 
the country.” 


(grade 12 student, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan) 


“| think the government should have taxed 
everything instead of certain items in the GST...if they 
taxed everything at a smaller per cent (5%) instead 
of certain things, it would have saved Canada 
money and lessened the confusion.” 


(grade 10 senior student, Vernon, British Columbia) 


“A socialist form of government may solve some 
of our recession problems.” 
(grade 11 student, Stony Plain, Alberta) 


“,..How are grain farmers supposed to survive when 
operating costs go up and grain prices drop? Our 
family made $9,000 last year...How can we survive? 
We will be forced off our land and then what’... 
What Canada needs is an honest government, that 
cares about its people more than themselves. There 
are so many people in poverty, and (many) have 
wealth. Why can’t we share? | just don’t understand 
why people born in the same country can grow 
up differently. Money is the difference. Everything 
revolves around money. | hate if with all my heart. | 
won't be able to afford post-secondary education 
because of If.” 

(grade 1] student, Lacombe, Alberta) 


"there is only one solution to Canada’s 
numerous problems: the economy.” 


(senior student, St. Antoine, New Brunswick) 
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“In order to succeed in the 21st century, Canada 
must be more competitive, more productive, keep 
the number of resources high for exporting, look 
towards environmental issues, the government and 
people must work cooperatively and strive to be a 
chief exporter in the world market.” 

(grade 11 student, Burnaby, British Columbia) 


“The GST is starving people to death because it 
costs foo Much money to suppor a family with 
barely any money. The people must eat and clothe 
themselves and with the GST they can barely afford 
anything like their groceries.” 


Gunior student, Antigonish, Nova Scotia) 


“| go through the day thinking and hoping my 
parents won't come home Jobless.” 
(grade 7 student, Mississauga, Ontario) 


“Lam just a little girl, in fourth grade, but | too 
am a person and | think that taxes (the GST) are not 
reasonable. | know that some taxes are needed, but 
please remove the GST, at least for certain things, 
like candy...” 
(grade 4 student, Moncton, New Brunswick) 


“Most people argue about taxes. | care about this 
because it’s hard on my parents and if sometimes 
makes them fight.” 

Gunior student, Saskatchewan) 


“| don’t understand why children like us should 
have to pay GST on anything we buy, even the 
tiniest things. Kids didn’t put the country in debt. | 
have a paper route and | pay for some of my clothes, 
my bike, snacks, shoes, etc. | don’t feel it fair the 
children under 14 years of age should have to pay 
the GST when their wages are so low to begin with.” 


(intermediate student, British Columbia) 


“The government takes one-third of my parents’ 
salary for income tax and | don’t think they should 
have to pay that much. If everyone paid 10 per 
cent towards the income tax the government would 
have enough.” 

(grade 8 student, Lethbridge, Alberta) 


“Things are cheaper in the U.S. such as cars, houses, 
taxes, food, horses, etc. | think that the taxes are 
better in Canada because they go towards better 
roads and the medical is a relief.” 


Gunior student, Surrey, British Columbia) 
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Theme 5: The environment 


Pollution is a “motherhood” issue for Students’ 
Forum participants. They told us about their concern 
for Canada’s land, air and water, and the creatures 
that live in and on them. They want pollution stopped, 
wildlife preserved, and the protection of the 
environment to be a top national priority. They also 
believe that environmental protection is a personal 
responsibility as well, urging that we all help out by 
recycling and using products that aren’t harmful to 
the environment. Here are some of their comments: 


“You, the leaders of our ‘True North strong and 
free’ should tear your eyes away from your petty 
political squabbles and take a good look around 
yourselves...smog-streaked skies, poisoned water, 
deforestation, an endless sea of garbage, acid rain, 
toxic waste, a crippled food chain. I’m sure your 
generation will leave mine lots of other nasty little 
surprises that will pop up in the years to come, but I'll 
only dwell on today’s environmental problems.” 

(grade 11 student, Mill Bay, British Columbia) 


“The two most important items facing Canada 
today have nothing to do with language rights. 
They are the environment, and the use of animals 
in laboratory experiments. These issues must be 
dealt with.” 





(grade 12 student, Ajax, Ontario) 
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“To preserve the things | value most about my 
country, | plan on not polluting, plan on recycling, 
and just try fo keep Canada clean.” 

(grade 9 student, Bedford, Nova Scotia) 


“Do they not know that our world is rotting away? 
They should forget about their selfish ways and start 
fighting for our world.” 

(grade 10 student, Brockville, Ontario) 


“No more clearcuftting....No more destroying 
rainforests.” 
(grade 10 student, Sardis, British Columbia) 


“| don’t agree with only the big cities having 
places to recycle paper and metals.” 
(grade 8 student, Peace River, Alberta) 


“Please don’t cut our trees...Why do you be so 
mean to animals?...Don’t pollute. Canada — keep 
it clean.” 


(written on drawings by grades 1] and 2 students, Toronto) 


“We would like kids to talk to other people about 
the rain forests, starting to recycle, decrease the 
mills and stop polluting the air.” 


(grade 8 students, Cornwall, Ontario) 


* .,.David Suzuki for P.M.” 


(student, Halifax, Nova Scotia) 


1/7 


“Young children all relate to environment.” 


(grades | and 2 teacher, Toronto) 


“When | lived in Calgary there was a little duck 
with a plastic six-pack (ring) around his neck. That 
little duck made a difference in Calgary...that was 
more thoughtful to the environment. Maybe | can 
make a difference by writing this.” 

(grade 6 student, Crossfield, Alberta) 


“The best of Canada| live in is...right beside a 
forest and | can catch insects,” 
(grade 5 student, Surrey, British Columbia) 


“| would reduce pollution — put money into a 
science invention to detect polluters — one that 
would have full descriptions of polluters so that they 
will be fined.” 

(grade 4 student, Aylmer, Quebec) 


Theme 6: Quebec 


The bulk of Students’ Forum comment on the 
impact of Quebec separation came from senior 
students, grades 9 to 12, because we asked them 
specifically what effect an independent Quebec 
would have on Canada. They told us that Quebec 
separation would hurt its economy and that of 
Canada, and that various provinces or regions might 
end up joining the United States in the aftermath 
of Quebec separation. Among the minority who 
supported separation were those who described 
Quebec as the spoiled child of Confederation and 
others who said its language legislation is unfair. 
Among many Students’ Forum participants is a sense 
of loss and bewilderment at the prospect of Quebec 
leaving Canada. These are some of their comments: 


“Quebeckers would lose credibility as a nation in 
respect fo other Canadians.” 
(grade 10 student, Owen Sound, Ontario) 


“| think QUebec should separate because they 
are a bunch of selfish babies. They want special 
privileges that no one else gets.” 


(senior student, Pobly, British Columbia) 


“The students in this group favored separation and 
indicated that they believed that most Quebeckers 
wanted to separate. Being Montrealers there was 
concern that the English character of the city would 


be lost however, if separation came to pass. They 
were proud of the fact that Montreal is the most 
bilingual city in Quebec and would not like to 
see this changed.... They also stated that it was 
unacceptable to prevent people from speaking 
the language of their choice in public places.” 

(grade 11 students, Montreal, Quebec) 


“All | can really say to Quebec is: why give up a 
good thing?” 


(grade 11 student, Toronto, Ontario) 


“Why must Quebec separate to achieve change?” 


(grade 11 student, Vancouver, British Columbia) 


“If Quebec leaves, does Brian Mulroney go with it?” 


(grade 12 student, Rocanville, Saskatchewan) 


“If something is not done, we will destroy Canada 
as a country 
(grade 12 student, Ajax, Ontario) 


"It is like stealing a chunk of Canada away.” 
(grade 10 student, Ajax, Ontario) 


“An independent Quebec...would obviously disrupt 
the Canada we know today...Culturally, Canada 
would be purged. Quebec’s unique Culture, along with 
the unique cultures of Newfoundland, the Mohawks 
etc., make up Canada, each part giving its own 
merits individually. 
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It is therefore necessary to, as Canadians, come to 
an understanding of each other’s cultures and maybe 
to suffer a little fo appease Quebec; or the famous 
Quebec phrase, ‘Québec est un vrai pays’ (Quebec 
is a real country’) may become a reality.” 


(grade 12, Pasadena, Newfoundland) 


“lam a Franco-Albertan and | must think about my 
future. QUebec’s separation could very well mean 
the end of me as a francophone living in Alberta. | 
love Alberta and | have no intention of moving. But | 
also want to remain a francophone and this could 
become very difficult if Quebec separates...” 

(grade 10 student, Edmonton, Alberta) 


“Most Canadians do not want to see Canada split 
up; they love their country. However, the debate 
seems to be fuelled by bad media coverage, which 
tends to show only the most sensational and extreme 
politions on the debate...Ihe emotions these newscasts 
stir uo make francophones feel as if they are fighting a 
war, and neither side is willing to make concessions.” 


(grade 12 student, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan) 


“Quebec is respected by us and we do appreciate 
them and what they stand for. What we're growing tired 
of is Quebec always threatening Canada with ‘give us 
what we want or we'll separate’; don’t threaten us!” 

(grade 12 student, Bedford, Nova Scotia) 


“If Quebec goes, where would | ski?” 
(senior student, Sharbot Lake, Ontario) 


Theme 7: Aboriginal issues 


A majority of our senior student participants, the 
only group who were asked specifically about 
aboriginal issues, said aboriginal self-government is 
a major issue facing Canada at the moment. Many 
say the attitude of Canadians towards aboriginal 
peoples is a problem. However, equal treatment for 
all Canadians is a preoccupation among Students’ 
Forum participants and a number told us that 
settlement of land claims or self-government might 
result in “special privileges” for this one segment of 
the population. Some of their comments on 
aboriginal issues: 


*...d/am for) aboriginals either independent with 
no subsidies or assimilated into Canada with no 
special rights.” 


(grade 12 student, Halifax, Nova Scotia) 


“If natives want control over their lives, why don’t 
they enter into the society and join mainstream 
political parties?” 

(grade 12 students, Bedford, Nova Scotia) 


“Native people are human beings too, and | say 
that we should let them live like human beings and 
grant them more privileges, in accordance with the 
laws of their society. If fhey want control over their 
lives, there is no reason to say no.” 


(senior student, St. Antoine, New Brunswick) 
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“Since we (Native Canadians) live in Canada, we 
must have rights to control the laws. It is ridiculous if 
some people come into Canada and fo let them 
rule over the laws, whereas we have been living 
here for so many years. It is unfair for us not to rule 
our own Canadian laws.” 


(grade 1] student, Vancouver, British Columbia) 


“To myself and all native Canadians, Canada is home. 
We were once very proud to be Canadians. But now 
I'm not so sure. It seems to me that our native issues are 
always put aside and eventually swept under the rug. If 
our government does not wish to deal with this, then 
why not let us have self-government? We are the first 
people of this country, but yet it is our people, | feel, who 
are not treated fairly. Our only crime was to welcome 
other nationalities to Canada and now we are paying 
for it. The government puts us on reserves, tells us what 
is Ours and theirs, then says they (on top of regular 
earnings) soend $10,000 a year on each native. Well, if 
this is so, why do most live under the poverty line? 
Canada is a wealthy country. | just wish we all valued 
each other more. Then maybe some day we can alll 
hold up our heads and be proud.” 


(senior student, London, Ontario) 


“We, the white people, are here now and that’s 
just the way it is. | feel that the Natives get away with 
too much as it is. | can understand why they would 
want this but | have always believed in equality and 
that’s how everyone should be treated.” 

(grade 11 student, Milltown, Newfoundland) 


“The government didn’t need to bring the damn 
army in at Oka, at the cost of the taxpayers. The 
land belongs to the Mohawks and I’m glad they 
stood up to the government. Now if every Indian 
stood up to the government, we would have some 
justice here. If you want to do something for 
Canada, give them their rights.” 

(grade 9 student, Edmonton, Alberta) 


“They already get enough from the government 
(reserves, tax exemptions etc.) and if they don’t like 
it, they can leave. They want to be treated like other 
citizens, so they should have the same rights as we 
do — no special benefits.” 

(grade 11 student, Allan, Saskatchewan) 


“Well, I'm one of the many Canadian Natives that 
feels we should have more control than what we 
have now. I'm not trying to put anyone down but 
no one (should be) looked down on because of 
who they are. It makes me happy to be a native 
Canadian and after my schooling life | would like 
to become part of the law and societies.” 

(grade 9 student, Wetaskiwin, Alberta) 


“They were the first people to be in Canada. Then 
we just came in and told them they had to abide by 
OUR laws and societies. And now, we’re STILL telling 
them that.” 


(senior student, Coquitlam, British Columbia) 
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Theme 8: Cultural diversity 


The young Canadians who took part in the 
Students’ Forum are growing up in a Canada that 
is much more diverse culturally than the Canada 
their parents grew up in. Many of them go to school 
and play with people from many different ethnic 
backgrounds; they told us they like living in a 
country where all are welcome. But childhood is 
not a haven from bigotry. Many who took part in the 
Students’ Forum are aware of racism; some of them 
told us what it’s like to be on the receiving end. 


“Racism is an issue which should be resolved.” 
(grade 12 student, Bedford, Nova Scotia.) 


“Canadians are less tolerant than they think. 
Racism, bigotry should be eliminated.” 
(grade 10 student, Kamloops, British Columbia) 


“Black people and Indians should have the same 
amount of privileges as we do.” 


(grade 6 student, Huntsville, Ontario) 


“Racism should not be allowed in Canada 
because people are all alike on the inside. Who 
cares what they look like on the outside?” 

(grade 9 student, Etobicoke, Ontario) 
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“| would just like to say that there are many 
different races and cultures in Canada. If we give 
French-Canadians and Native Indians their own laws 
and societies, then everyone in Canada should be 
able to have those rights. Sure, French-Canadians 
and Native Indians were here before the immigrants, 
but (the immigrants) helped to develop the country 
(for instance most of the Prairies) to what it is today.” 


(grade 12 student, Vancouver, British Columbia) 


“| do not believe that Canada welcomes and 
respects everyone — maybe the system does — but 
not the people. Everywhere | go, at least once a 
week, | was made fun of because of my background. 
lam Vietnamese. Just because once upon a time, 
Vietnam had a war with the States, doesn’t mean 
we're not proud Canadians. | love my country 
Vietnam, and | love my new country Canada. But 
if I’m constantly being put down as dishonest, 
untrustworthy, crooked and a stranger...” 


(grade 12 student, Vancouver, British Columbia) 


“Please treat foreigners as you would like to be 
treated if you came into another country.” 
(grade 10 student, Owen Sound, Ontario) 


“My class was white, English-speaking. | observed 
a lot of ignorance, racism and prejudice against 
French-Canadians, Natives and other cultures.” 


(teacher, grade 9, Liverpool, Nova Scotia) 


“| believe that if these people 
do wish to come to Canada, 
they should accept the way we 
live, and alter THEIR cultures 
and beliefs if they want to be 
a Canadian. They should not 
force us to accept THEIR religion 
and beliefs. After all, they chose 
to come to Canada, didn’t 
they?” 

(grade 9 student, St. Albert, Alberta) 


“Canada has and always will 
welcome people of different 
cultures, backgrounds and races. 
| think the reason is that if has 
had Quebec a part of it for so 
long that people have gotten 
used to the idea of different 
cultures and languages.” 

(grade 6 student, Bowmanville, Ontario) 





“No, not all Canadians are 
welcoming and respectful towards people of 
different backgrounds, races and cultures. Many 
people don’t have the chance (mostly in small 
towns) to be exposed to different types of people 
and therefore don’t have an understanding of them.” 


(senior student, Lacombe, Alberta) 


“| lived in an area that believed they are superior 
because they are Canadian or being white. They 
too have different cultures, I'll tell you something. 
They are not the only one who's Canadian. I’m a 
Canadian though | might not have been born here 
or have ancestors who lived here...!| believed that 
Canada is welcoming and respectful. However 
some people who are “Canadians” are not 
welcoming and respectful...” 


(student, Kitchener, Ontario ) 
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Theme 9: Famous Canadians 


This country has had its share of heroes, explorers, 
nation-builders, scientists, artists and athletes of note, 
but Students’ Forum participants — especially the 
younger ones — have a hard time naming famous 
Canadians, their teachers told us: 


“Asked about Canadian heroes, they named 
George Washington, Moby Dick, Hulk Hogan, Super 
Dave Osborne, the New Kids on the Block, Elvis Presley.” 


(teacher, grade 1, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia) 


“The students in general knew very little about 
Canada, but the children did know that they had 
a good life. All their heroes are Americans.” 


(teacher, grade 1, Brampton, Ontario) 


“Students knew American politicians and famous 
people better than Canadians.” 
(teacher, grade 2, East Stewiacke, Nova Scotia) 


“Most mentions were of U.S. programs.” 


(teacher, grade 2, Niagara Falls, Ontario) 


“Fourteen out of twenty knew that Brian Mulroney is 
prime minister of Canada but three thought George 
Bush was our President.” 

(teacher, grades 1 and 2, Etobicoke, Ontario) 


“(It was an important Canadian event) when Rick 
Hansen went around the world, because it showed 
bravery and courage.” 

(grade 4 student, Millet, Alberta) 
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Theme 10: Canada in the world 


Adulthood sometimes seems to bring a way 
of seeing Canada that is inward-looking and 
preoccupied with problems. Our student participants 
remember there’s a world outside and they care 
what it thinks of Canada. Here’s some of what they 
said about Canada in the world: 


“I’m a student from...White Rock, B.C. | came to 
Canada in 1979...when | was about five. For the past 
eleven years, that I’ve lived in Canada, | think this 
nation is by far one of the best places to live in the 
world. If was a harder life for my parents and me. 

In Canada there is freedom and Canada is filled 
with dreams.” 
(grade 10 student, White Rock, British Columbia) 


“| think other countries look on Canada as a 
peacemaker and a fair country and that makes me 
very proud.” 


(senior student, Hazlet, Saskatchewan) 


“| just moved here from Australia and | thought 
you might want an outsider’s view. Be positive — 
Canada is a potentially great nation.” 


(senior student, Salmon Arm, British Columbia) 


‘.Lhave visited outside Canada. Many of the 
people | have met have said that Canada sounds 
like a great place and has many opportunities. It 
makes me feel good about my country.” 

(grade 11 student, Port Hope, Ontario) 


“Immigrant children say that Canada is good 
because it is better than the country they came from.” 


(grade 2 teacher, Unionville, Ontario) 


“The children (in my class) are mainly from Portugal, 
and one hundred per cent think Canada is a 
good country.” 
(grade 3 and 4 teacher, Cambridge, Ontario) 


“| say that Canadians are more polite than Americans. 
It upsets me that people think that Canada is an 
American state and that we live in igloos. | Tell them 
that Canada is a good country, that we have a good 
health care system for everyone, a better social security 
system, lower taxes for the poor and less crime.” 
(grade 8 student, Fort McMurray, Alberta) 


“It makes me very proud to be a Canadian, but 
when we sent troops to the war in Iraq, this made 
me angry, because Canada has a reputation of 
being kind and peaceful, not evil or murderous.” 

(grade 7 student, Peace River, Alberta) 


“When people tell us how nice our country is, it 
makes us feel lucky and peaceful. We Tell them that 
Canada is a great place to grow up in and live in. It 
is very safe and worth the money.” 

(grade 7 student, Wellington County, Ontario) 
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Theme 11: Ideas for today and 
for the future 


Our student participants want to live in a clean, 
peaceful, prosperous country. As we’ve seen, they 
are aware of many of the issues facing Canada. 
They know about the ways citizens in a democratic 
country can make their wishes known fo their leaders 
— by voting, taking part in protest movements, and 
writing to their members of Parliament. They’ve got 
their own thoughts about solving problems and 
making Canada a better place to live. Here are 
some of them: 


",..| believe that the greatest problem is education 
about our Canadian heritage. How can we have a 
united Canada if we don’t know who founded this 
vast nation? We should be proud to have two official 
languages and a bilingual Canada...We should have 
a positive attitude and we should try to get together 
as Canadians and not as a dozen minorities... A 
united Canada must have a united population.” 

(grade 10 student, Richmond Hill, Ontario) 


*.,.. don’t know what the solution is and this is my 
greatest regret. But | nevertheless spend a lot of time 
thinking and | try very hard, because if | didn’t, | 
wouldn’‘t consider myself a true Canadian citizen...” 


(senior student, St. Paul, New Brunswick) 


“Language Is not the only problem in Canada. 
Other issues are: drugs, homelessness, rights for 
physically disabled children, AIDS, lack of facilities 
for elderly, environment, unfair educational 
opportunities.” 

(grade 11 students, Sydney, Nova Scotia) 


“No matter who is running the country, a 
Caucasian, a Native Canadian, an Asian, an 
African, a French Canadian, etc., we should all 
have the same rights, responsibilities and laws.” 


(grade 11 student, Vancouver, British Columbia) 


“Politicians should be responsible to riding, not 
party.” 


(grade 12 student, Lower Sackville, Nova Scotia) 


“We should have more to say in the laws we are 
supposed fo follow.” 
(grade 10 student, Red Deer, Alberta) 


“(Adults should) go around to the schools — 
assemblies during school — to see how Canada’s 
youth feel about the issues because we count too.” 


(grade 10 students, Cornwall, Ontario) 


“Canadian unity isn’t just the Government's 
responsibility; if is also the responsibility of 
Canadians.” 


(senior student, Alliston, Ontario) 
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Students’ Forum. 





“There is no single solution or compromise...our 
country will need a reconstruction of attitudes over 
years fo fix our problems.” 

(grade 12 student, Bedford, Nova Scotia) 


“| would recommend that every social studies class 
have something similar to this discussion because it 
doesn't only bring out everyone’s opinion, but helps 
students to work together as a group.” 

(grade 10 student, Red Deer, Alberta) 


“It is a good thing to ask young people for their 
opinions, because we are the future.” 


(senior student, Cocagne, New Brunswick) 


“No more guns, bombs, knives or poison. They kill 
people. No more warts! ... That is what | would do if 
| was Prime Minister.” 


Gunior student, Antigonish, Nova Scotia) 


“Changes are necessary because if we don’t our 
children may not have a very enjoyable future. 
Instead of arguing, you should do as much as you 
can, and people may follow in your footsteps.” 

(grade 7 student, Carberry, Manitoba) 


“Meech Lake, the war, taxes, Hibernia, and the list 
goes on. Yes, future you are messing up. What do 
you think we are going to do: sit back and watch? 
We want to help but it seems the grownups have or 
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had it under control. That’s why we had a war and 
that’s why we almost lost Quebec and that’s why 
there’s tax on a can of Pepsi! Of course we care 
about these things but this is the only chance we've 
had to tell you we care and why!” 

(grade 7 student, Grand Falls, Newfoundland) 


“| think Canada needs some sense of national 
pride; we have to stop thinking as French, English 
and other groups and start thinking as a nation.” 


(senior student, Carberry, Manitoba) 


“| want Canada to be a place that is clean, 
peaceful, and a good place that our children can 
grow up in. If we do not act soon, there will be no 
Canada leff, just a bunch of mixed cultures and 
people that are miserable. | love Canada, or what 
used to be Canada, and it would be a shame to 
lose a place that has so much potential to be loving 
and loved.” 


(grade 9 student, Vancouver, British Columbia) 


“All | want is peace in the world and | hope 
Canada can help.” 


(grade 5 student, Huntsville, Ontario) 


“Canada would be a better country if the youth 
would stay in school for good education for a better 
future.” 


(grade 8 student, Regina, Saskatchewan) 


“Canada should be famous in the year 2001 A) for 
the first lady Prime Minister, B) for the cure of AIDS, 
C) ladies in charge.” 
(grade 7 student, Juniper, Manitoba) 


“Government does not care as long as they are 
making money. Everyone cares, but the Government 
just talks about if.” 

(grade 7 student, Coquitlam, British Columbia) 


“| would like to keep kids in school. So they can 
learn a lot and get a good education. So they could 
have enough money for a family or a good life.” 

(grade 5 student, Edmonton, Alberta) 


“We think that (if we keep on arguing) it will 
destroy our country because Governments will keep 
on arguing and there might be a war with each 
other.” 


(grade 8 student, Cornwall, Ontario) 


“Young people can contribute by showing the 
next generation a positive attitude about Canada.” 
(student, Oakville, Ontario) 


“Lalso think that companies are tearing down 
buildings for nothing; | mean why don’t they just use 
them for something else? The money that they use 
to rebuild more buildings, they could use to help 


Third World countries.” » 
(grade 8 student, Quesnel, British Columbia) 


“,.some people don’t get food. It breaks my heart 
to see all those little children in third world countries. 
Almost every night they go to bed with empty 
stomachs while | go to bed stuffed to the gills. | think 
we should be doing more for these children and get 
decent jobs for those families.” 


(grade 5 student, Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan) 


“If | was the Prime Minister | would change the 
rules of school. One rule | would change is that there 
would be allowed skate-boarding in the halls.” 


(grade 4 student, Kelowna, British Columbia) 


“| think it’s time Canada, all Liberals, Conservatives, 
French and English-speaking people, Native and 
whoever else we have living here, in our Canada, 
should start working at making Canada the 
beautiful quiet country it once was. Pull fogether 
Canada, and stay together.” 


(grade 7 student, Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island) 
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Chapter 2: 


Volunteer Analysts Speak 





Volunteer analysts: 


Sifting through thousands of drawings, essays, 
poems, paintings and reports gave the volunteer 
analysts at the Students’ Forum a view of Canada 
through the eyes of its young people. Many of our 
volunteers told us that working with material from 
young Canadians got them thinking about the 
country in a new way. 

Here’s what some of the volunteer analysts said 
about their experiences with the Students’ Forum. 


Generally speaking: 

“In general, there appeared to be more optimism 
than pessimism in the young people’s thoughts. 
(Thank God!) The trends of concern were to be 
expected e.g. the environment, pollution, clean air, 
safety, peace, freedom. They expect the best for 
the future, as we all do in youth....” 


“For the first time in my life (I’m now 69!), | have 
seen and heard Canadians get “visceral” about 
Canada. For the first time, I’ve seen the real stirrings 
of concern about patriotism and the greatness of 
who and what we are.” 


“They are worried about Quebec Separation — 
however, there appears to be a mental image of 
Canada with a hole in the middle. “The map would 
look weird without Quebec.” The concept isn’t truly 
understood.” 


“The suggestion which most impressed me came 
from a 7th grade class in St. John’s, Newfoundland. 
Students from age 10 year and up should vote and 
elect members from across the country to a Junior 
Parliament composed of representatives from 12 to 
19 years. This mini-Parliament would sit at the same 
time as Parliament, debate and vote upon the 
same issues and submit their reactions and opinions 
to Parliament.” 


“The young people are very proud of our beautiful 
country and are distressed to see it destroyed. The 
environment seemed to be the number one concern 
with the groups | analyzed.” 


“The observations and comments of the young 
people who responded to the Students’ Forum 
questionnaire were at different times disturbing, 
hilarious, and exciting. But always the common 
thread was that Canada’s future was worth every 
effort. It was both a relief and heartwarming to 
know that the next generation of Canadians 
cared enough to put their feelings into words, and 
communicate their ideas about what needs to be 
done to make Canada a better place.” 


“Many people think they’re only reflecting the 
views of parents and teachers. That’s not fair. When | 
was a kid | had thoughts of my own. Kids do have 
their own thoughts, even on these big issues. Adults 
say, Let’s be equal, but on my terms.’ Kids believe 
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more genuinely in equality and tolerance. They’ ve 
experienced things differently than adults like me. 
They've gone to school with kids of different cultures 


and colours far more than most adults Canadians did.” 


"... It is very encouraging to see how the majority 
of young people take a singular pride in being 
Canadian and show a willingness to help keep 
Canaada together and make it a better place 
to live.” 


“In trying to accurately interpret the ideas to the 
summary sheets, | have sorted out how | feel about 
the issues and problems, many of which | previously 
hadn't given time to thinking about. It has opened 
my mind in both directions.” 


“My favourite quote: ‘The best thing about living in 
the Prairies — No sharks!’ ” 


“The report will show the opinions of students 
across the country, but not the “WE CARE!!!" at the 
end of many letters.” 


“The idea of working through the Canadian 
Teachers’ Federation was an excellent one, the 
exercise as such very good, and, in my opinion, 
something that should be repeated at intervals 
when money can be pried from the Federal and/or 
Provincial Governments. ” 
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“The big bonus for Canada resulting from the 
Students’ Forum will begin to “kick in” 10 to 20 years 
in the future. Many children come from families who 
do not read newspapers, ignore current events and 
do not vote. For the rest of their lives 107,000 students 
and teachers will be more politically aware and will 
pass on this awareness to their children. | would 
suggest a similar forum in the schools every ten years.” 


“To have been exposed to the thoughts and 
aspirations of young Canadians gave us an even 
deeper sense of the evolving identity of Canadians 
in the past thirty years. We have a renewed hope in 
the future of the country and a more positive 
outlook on its unity...” 


“The study gives a marvellous ‘bird’s eye view’ 
of our kids from coast to coast — who in the main 
showed a very strong feeling for Canada and in 
most cases a rather strong regional attachment. | 
was quite impressed with how pragmatic the kids 
appeared to be. They seemed impatient with 
rhetoric (we have all become so weary of) and 
made statements such as, ‘If the environment isn't 
looked after, we won't have a planet fo live on.’ 
They were concerned about ‘doing’ rather than 
constantly ‘talking about doing.’ ” 


*,.. This was an opportunity to continue to give to 
the country which imported me 29 years ago. If was 
my pleasure!” 


Bilingualism and Cultural Diversity: 

“The students seemed to take bilingualism as 
given, and didn't seem to have much of an opinion 
on it. What they did seem to be concerned about 
was the intolerance they felt existed for the various 
races in the country.” 


“| found that the children were more interested in 
the environment than the politics of their country. 
They were also interested in learning many 
languages, not just English and French.” 


“Most students felt the study of another language 
was a good thing — a useful tool for the future. 
However, many, particularly on the West Coast felt 
that Japanese might be more useful than French. 
Other languages besides French were also men- 
tioned as desireable. Mandatory French language 
training and bilingualism had pockets of rather 
major dissension. ” 


“The majority tended to appreciate the French 
language and valued the ability to speak French, 
but many wanted to learn Polish, Norwegian, 
Japanese, etc.” 


The Economy: 

“Kids nearly universally were upset with the GST. It 
hit them directly in their pocket book — and in many 
| could sense it was a real hardship for the families.” 


Education: 

“The apparent lack of training in basic writing skills 
— grammar and spelling, sentence construction, — 
leaves me wondering why in this great country 
where education is so available to all — are we 
letting our kids down?” 


Canadian Culture: 

“They are minimally aware of Canadian current 
affairs and, in the Primary and Junior grades, are 
completely confused as to ‘things American’ and 
‘things Canadian.’ ” 

“About the only disappointment | felf was that 
they knew so little about Canadian culture and how 
much they adopted American culture as their own. 
It’s not their fault, but | really wish they would get a 
Canadian voice once in a while.” 
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Conclusion 





The Citizens’ Forum listened to young people, those 
who attended the regular discussion groups from the 
Forum’s inception in November 1990 and those who 
fook part in the Students’ Forum starting in March 1991. 

The question posed at the beginning of this exercise 
was, “Do we alll still want fo live together?” From the 
beginning, the Citizens’ Forum on Canada’s future has 
put great emphasis on young people for the obvious 
reason that they are the future. 

We have seen that young people are often more 
hopeful than adults about the future of Canada and 
that many of them are impatient for change in the way 
Canadians treat each other and their environment. 

We have seen that our student participants put more 
emphasis than do adults on Canada as a peacemaker 
and model of tolerance in the world. We have also 
seen that our young people need to know more about 
this country and all its inhabitants if they are going to 
help shape Canada in the years to come. 

During months of listening and discussing what we 
think of what we heard, the Forum reached some 
conclusions that have a special impact on young 
people. (These are commissioners’ verbatim opinions 
and recommendations from our main report, chosen 
for their special interest to youth.) 


We believe that Canadian students deserve a better 
understanding of their country’s history, embracing 
all regions, at a much younger age. Such deeper 
understanding should include the history and cultures 


of aboriginal peoples and ethnocultural peoples. To 
that end, curriculum materials prepared in consultation 
with Canada’s first peoples should ensure a fuller and 
historically more accurate description of the role of 
the aboriginal peoples in this country’s history. Provinces 
outside Quebec should consider a commen history 
curriculum, at least in part. They should explore with 
Quebec any further degree of coordination that 
respects the quite different pasts and perspectives. 


We believe that the federal government should 
work with the private sector, the educational sector 
and the voluntary sector (especially sports and cultural 
organizations) to bring forward plans, preferably 
jointly, fo create once again a vigorous network of 
travel and exchange programs, emphasizing but not 
confined to young people. 


We believe that all children should have the 
opportunity to learn both official languages in school. 


We believe that provincial education departments, 
perhaps sharing textbooks and methods more closely, 
should maintain some heritage courses, but only for 
young elementary-school immigrant children. Such 
courses should be concise and given for no more 
than a year or so for each immigrant child, to assist 
young newcomers’ transition to the new land's 
culture and society. 
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The Students’ 
Forum has been an 
adventure, both for 
us and for the young 
Canadians who 
took part in it. The 
energy, enthusiasm 
and creativity that 
students put into this 
exercise — and 
the sheer volume 
of their response — 
shows that young 
people care and 
think a great deal 
about Canada. That 
gives us all hope, 
and we thank them 
for it. 





ethodology 
and 


Analysis 





The method of soliciting student participation in 
the Students’ Forum resembles that adopted to 
encourage Citizens’ Forum group discussions — use 
of kits with questions targetting specific issues. The 
method of data analysis is also similar, based on the 
keywords developed for the mainstream data as 
well as special new keywords developed specially 
for the Students’ Forum. 


Design of the Student Questionnaires: 

The Students’ Forum used four questionnaires 
designed by the Canadian Teachers’ Federation for 
different grade levels. The questionnaires differ from 
those of the group discussion kits where the same set 
of questions was used for all participants. In the 
Students’ Forum, therefore, themes may be raised 
by one level of students that may never be discussed 
by students in another level. A description of the 
questionnaires follows: 


Senior: covering grades 9 through 12 (ages 14 
through 18) 

The questions for Senior-level students are closer to 
those found in the Citizens’ Forum group discussion 
kits, including questions on official bilingualism, the 
effect of an independent Quebec on individuals 
and on the rest of Canada, aboriginal self- 
government, and acceptance of other races 
and cultures. Students were also asked about 
resolution of disagreements, as well as their ideas 
for the future of Canada. 


Intermediate: covering grades 6 through 8 
(ages 11 through 13) 

Questions deal with descriptions of Canadians 
through the students’ and others’ eyes, the things 
Canadians argue about and alternatives to arguing, 
ways to make Canada a better country, and 
prescriptions for the future. 


Junior: covering grades 3 through 5 (ages 8 
through 10) 

Questions allow participants to describe Canada, 
to talk about parts of the country they've visited or 
would like fo visit, and to describe people living in 
other parts of Canada, as well as to identify an 
important event in Canadian history and indicate 
the reason for ifs importance. Other questions deal 
with similarities and differences among Canadians, 
learning other languages, and prescriptions for 
the future. 


Primary: covering kindergarten through grade 2 
(ages 4 through 7). 

Several primary-level questions are intended to 
determine whether students at this level are able to 
identify things that are Canadian, such as Canadian 
songs, television programs and symbols such as the 
beaver. Three questions deal with disputes and how 
people can resolve matters when they disagree. 
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Method of Analysis: 

The method developed for analysis of the 
mainstream data was used for the Students’ 
Forum, with the primary tool being the Master List of 
Allowable Keywords. Recommendations, concepts 
and concerns brought forward by Forum contributors 
became keywords under one of the nearly 40 general 
categories and 339 sub-categories. Some keywords 
were created specially for the Students’ Forum 
to deal with answers to the questionnaires. The 
keyword list therefore continued to evolve as new 
issues were brought forward. 


A total of 249 volunteer analysts analyzed 
44 per cent of student submissions in detail using 
the keyword list, also recording quotes that illustrated 
students’ ideas. The remaining 56 per cent were 
reviewed to determine whether there were any 
divergences from the themes noted in the detailed 
analysis by keyword. All this material was entered into 
computers to allow data to be sorted by keyword, 
by level of questionnaire, and by province. 
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Participation by province and territory: 


Nfld.: 2 849 (3%) 
N.S.: 7 680 (7%) 
N.B.: 3,400 (3%) 
PASH 982 (1%) 
Que.: 291 (0.3%) 
Onte AD 775 (47%) 
Man.: 4,207 (4%) 
Sask. : 8,956 (8%) 
Alta.: 15,657 (15%) 
ot Oe 1863 (11%) 
N.W.T.: 230 (0.2%) 
Yukon: 303 (0.3%) 


Participation by grade level: 


Senior (grades 9 to 12, and OAC-level! 








in Ontario): 
23,94) 23% 
Intermediate (grades 6 to 8) 
30,843 29% 
Junior (grades 3 to 5) 
SoZ 29% 





Primary (kindergarten to grade 2) 


20,297 19% 
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